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❱ The 15th International Society of
ScientometricsandInformetrics(IS-
SI)ConferencewasheldatBoğaziçi
University in Istanbul,fromJune29
toJuly4,2015. Itwasorganisedby
Boğaziçi University, Hacettepe Uni-
versity, and the TÜḂITAK ULAKBIM
(Turkish Academic Network and In-
formation Center). ISSI – the Inter-
national Society for Scientometrics
andInformetricsalsosupportedthis
conference. The conference takes
placebiennially,withtheaimtobring
togetherscientists,researchmanag-
ersandadministratorstosharethe
resultsoftheirresearchandnewad-

vancementsintheareasofsciento-
metricsandinformetrics.
Themainfocusoftheconference
was the futureofscientometrics,
with the following major topics:
citation and co-citation analysis,
mappingandvisualization,altmet-
rics,webometrics,scienceindica-
tors and university rankings, and
patent analysis among others. In
total, 458 researchers from 42
countriesand fromallcontinents
presented their work. In all, 123
conference papers, 68 posters
and 13 ignite (new ideas) talks
werepresented.

Theconferenceincludedfourspe-
cialsessionsonthefollowingtop-
ics:algorithmsfortopicdetection
inscience,theuseofscientomet-
rics in the improved ranking of
universities, principles for perfor-
mance indicatorsand the impact
of education, research and inno-
vation.Eachsessionwasfollowed
byapublicdebate.Posterswere
presented in three sessions. The
main themescoveredwere:bibli-
ometric indictors, evaluation and
assessment of research, author-
ship and collaboration networks,
textminingtechniquesandsocial
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Abb. 1: Workshop 5 (Rectorate Conference Hall)
From left to right:  Andrea Scharnhorst, David Chavalarias, Petra Ahrweiler, and Santo Fortunato
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mediametricsamongothers.Pa-
perswerepresentedinfourparal-
lelpanelsduringthreedays,cov-
ering themain topicsof thecon-
ference, as mentioned above in
theobjectives.
The keynote speakers were Loet
Leydesdorff and Kevin Boyack.
The main focus of Leydesdorff’s
talkwastheuseofinnovationsys-
temsmodelsinwealthgeneration,
knowledge, production, and gov-
ernance. In his talk, Boyack pro-
posed ways in which the field of
scientometrics can flourish as a
communityandhesuggestedcrit-
ical thinking as the first step to-
wardsthisobjective.
Amongst the award winning pa-
pers and posters there were two
studiesdealingwithsocialmedia
metrics. IsabellaPetersfromUni-
versityofKielandhercolleagues
studied to what extent cited re-
searchdataarevisibleonvarious
altmetricschannels,andwhether
there isanyrelationshipbetween
the number of citations and the
sum of altmetrics scores from

various social media platforms.
TheirstudyshowedthatPlumX is
themosthelpfulaltmetricstoolin
terms of coverage. Additionally,
no correlation between the num-
berofcitationsandthetotalnum-
ber of altmetrics scores was ob-
served.Inhiswork,thebestpost-
er, Timothy D. Bowman contrast-
edthetweetingbehaviourandthe
publicationactivityof395profes-
sorsonTwitter.Heobservedthat
the professors who had a higher
average tweets-per-day tended
to not publish a high volume of
papers, whereas those who pub-
lishedregularlydidnottweetvery
often.Healsofounda littleimpact
oftweetingonthecitationrateof
publications.
Additionally,amongtheawardwin-
ningstudies,thereweretwostud-
iesaddressing the issueofscien-
tificimpact.Wang,ThijsandGlän-
zeladdressedtherelationshipbe-
tween interdisciplinary research
and scientific impact. Their study
showed that the number of cita-
tionsincreasewithvarietyanddis-

parity.Additionally,YanandLagoze
from the University of Michigan
studiedscholars’scientificimpact
in relation to their breadth of re-
search.Theyfoundaweakcorrela-
tionbetweenthesetwovariables.
Intheirwork,KoushaandThelwall
assessed whether academic re-
views in Choice: Current Reviews 
for Academic Libraries could be
systematically used as indicators
ofscholarly impactoreducation-
alvalueforscholarlybooks.They
concluded that metrics derived
from Choice academic book re-
views can be used as indicators
ofdifferentaspectsofthevalueof
books.However,moreevidenceis
needed.
Four tutorials were presented on
the first day of the conference
(29thofJune).The ideawasto in-
troducebrieflyopensource tools
andapplicationsused inthe field
ofscientometrics.The topicsdis-
cussed were: Open Source Tools
for S&T Data Analysis and Visu-
alization, VOSviewer and CitNet-
Explorer applications, Measuring

Abb. 2 und 3: Opening Ceremony (Albert Long Hall)
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Scholarly Impact and Social Net-
workAnalysiswithR.
Five workshops also took place
on the first day of the confer-
ence. The topics discussed were
diverse.Theaimofthefirstwork-
shop (Mining Scientific Papers:
Computational Linguistics and
Bibliometrics) was to study the
waysthatbibliometricscanbene-
fitfrom large-scaletextanalytics.
Thesecondworkshop(Grandchal-
lenges in data integration for re-
searchand innovationpolicy)ad-
dressedtheissueofhandlingbig,
linked and open data. The third
workshop (Forecasting science:
Models of science and technolo-
gydynamicsforinnovationpolicy)
focused on mathematical, statis-
tical, and computational models
thatcanbeusedforthefutureof
scientificor technological innova-
tion (STI).The forthworkshopon
„Bibliometrics Education” aimed
to improve the skills of the Bibli-
ometrics profession through ed-
ucation and training. Finally, the
lastworkshopon„GoogleScholar
and relatedproducts” introduced
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somecurrentGoogleScholar(GS)
tools used for analysing the pat-
ternofscholarlycommunications.
Thiswasthenfollowedbyademo
ofGScitations.
The Sixth ISSI PhD forum was a
one-dayevent that tookplaceon
thefirstdayoftheconference.An-
dreaScharnhorstandJuditBar-llan
weretheChairs.The11PhDstu-
dentsthathadbeenselectedpre-
sented and discussed their PhD
work with senior researchers in
thesamefields.Additionally,each
PhDstudentwasassignedasen-
iorresearcherasamentor, inor-
der to discuss their work further
andreceivefeedback.
The Derek de Solla Price Award,
thepremierinternationalawardof

excellence inscientometrics,was
awarded to Professor Mike Thel-
wallfromtheUniversityofWolver-
hampton (UK). For further infor-
mationregardingbestpaper,best
poster and best review awards
pleasevisitthewebsiteofthecon-
ference:http://www.issi2015.org/
en/ISSI-2015Awards.html
The conference finished on the
2ndofJulywithaceremonywhere
awards were presented. There
was also a special session to in-
troducethenextISSIconference,
which will be held in China (Wu-
han)in2017.Thesocialeventsof
theconferencetookplaceonthe
3rdand4thofJuly.❙

Abb. 4: Social event: boat tour Abb. 5: Places & Spaces Exhibition


